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"Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven, and all these
things shall be added unto you.M

Of the asceticism of the Dervish or Fakir the
Gospel knows nothing. But it is no less true that
self-denial and self-sacrifice are its fundamental notes.
For there is no true and orderly building up of per-
sonality, no true individual or social development
without discipline and self-restraint. No man can
follow Christ without self-denial. But the motive of
such denial is not dualistic or Manichean. It springs
from a belief, and not from a disbelief, in the value of
life and nature.

Again, there is nothing in the Gospel to imply that
pain, as such, has any expiatory value; or that, apart
from its disciplinary effects, it can satisfy God for
-past offences. But it is none the less evident that the
true expiatory sacrifice of those who would toil, suffer,
and die for the good of humanity always entails pain
and suffering.

The attempt to express these gospel principles of
self-denial and self-sacrifice in the categories of ethnic
religions, with their ascetic and expiatory traditions,
has been the source of incalculable mischief. It has
led to a one-sided " other-worldliness" as dangerous
as a one-sided " this-worldliness." It has obscured
that notion of the solidarity of temporal and eternal
which is the key-note of Christianity. The truth
which has been thus overlooked has not unnaturally
been taken up by Socialism as if it were the whole
truth. Socialism, with its economic paradise, its frank
contempt for mysticism and other-worldliness, is
more or less unconsciously inspired by a neglected
principle of the Gospel. It refuses, not inexcusably,